July 10, 2014

NUCLEAR NEGOTIATIONS WITH
IRAN

(Mr. DUFFY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. DUFFY. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to express my concern for the ad-
ministration’s nuclear negotiations
with Iran.

This administration has a question-
able track record on diplomacy. Just 3
weeks ago, it put five Taliban com-
manders back on the battlefield. We
are witnessing an unraveling of our
hard-fought gains in Iraq because of
the administration’s inability to nego-
tiate a status of forces agreement be-
fore our withdrawal of troops. Syria is
in flames; al Qaeda is on the move; the
Taliban are resurgent in Afghanistan
as we talk about a drawdown. And the
list goes on, Mr. Speaker.

The administration has, time and
time again, demonstrated terrible
judgment when it comes to foreign pol-
icy. There are real concerns by experts
who have testified in front of the For-
eign Affairs Committee that the deal in
regard to Iran’s nuclear weapons not
just leaves the region, but the United
States, less safe.

Mr. President, put down the pool cue,
pick up the map, find your way to Cap-
itol Hill, and let’s work together to
make sure we don’t have a nuclear
Iran.

———

LET’S BE CLEAR ON IMMIGRATION
POLICY

(Mr. STUTZMAN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. STUTZMAN. Mr. Speaker, today
I rise out of an overwhelming concern
for young people and children in Cen-
tral America.

President Obama has a habit of say-
ing to Americans, ‘‘Let me be clear.” 1
wish desperately he would be clear
with the thousands of Central Amer-
ican families who have not yet tried to
cross our border.

In 2012, the President announced he
would not enforce the law with regard
to 800,000 young people who crossed our
border illegally. Predictably, families
and dangerous smugglers got the mes-
sage.

Detention centers in our South-
western States are overflowing. The
photos and stories of the traveling and
living conditions of these kids is heart-
breaking to see and to hear.

Tragically, the administration dou-
bled down on Sunday, when Homeland
Security Secretary Jeh Johnson prom-
ised more executive action and refused
to say new arrivals would be returned.
This ambiguous approach created the
crisis in the first place. Without clar-
ity, more suffering will assuredly fol-
low.

Mr. Speaker, I wish the President
would consider the consequences of his
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disregard for the rule of law and be
clear with would-be legal immigrants.

FOREST SERVICE GROUNDWATER
RESOURCE MANAGEMENT DIREC-
TIVE

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, recently I joined fellow
lawmakers in sending a letter to the
U.S. Agriculture Secretary concerning
the U.S. Forest Service’s proposed
groundwater resource management di-
rective.

Similar to a large number of other
proposals stemming from this adminis-
tration, the directive seeks to further
federalize water resources at the ex-
pense of State authority and private
property rights. Additionally, it will
unnecessarily interfere with State and
private water rights, along with other
activities.

Furthermore, the directive was pro-
posed without State or local input,
which will encourage litigation and po-
tentially interfere with the adjacent
State, local, and private land and
water rights.

In Pennsylvania’s Allegheny Na-
tional Forest, 93 percent of the sub-
surface rights are privately owned,
which means the consequence of this
directive could even be more com-
plicated and threatening to private
property and water rights.

Mr. Speaker, the mission of the For-
est Service is to sustain the health, di-
versity, and productivity of the Na-
tion’s forests. Unfortunately, this pol-
icy will achieve little or no environ-
mental benefit while it, at the same
time, undermines the agency’s statu-
tory obligation to manage these lands.

The Forest Service should withdraw
this ill-timed and punitive directive.

———

NEGATIVE EFFECTS OF EXCES-
SIVE MEDICAL EQUIPMENT AU-
DITS

(Mrs. ELLMERS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Mrs. ELLMERS. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to speak about the excessive
audit system that exists for our med-
ical equipment providers that provide
essential medical equipment for our
seniors across this country. It is nega-
tively affecting them and their busi-
nesses. These businesses provide essen-
tial services and education to our sen-
iors and Medicare patients.

It is important to point out that this
practice was put in place because of the
fraud and abuse that existed within the
system; but rather than targeting
fraudulent practices, they are tar-
geting people playing by the rules and
are being punished because of the bad
actions of a few of the bad actors.

One example is a business in my com-
munity that provides essential health
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care to Medicare and senior patients,
providing oxygen and hospital beds,
which are essential, basic equipment.
They have been audited 50 percent of
the time.

This is a practice that has to end;
and I am introducing legislation to-
morrow that will address this issue, re-
form the system, and get to the point
of really addressing the fraudulent
practitioners that need the reform.

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION
OF H.R. 5016, FINANCIAL SERV-
ICES AND GENERAL GOVERN-
MENT  APPROPRIATIONS  ACT,
2015, AND PROVIDING FOR CON-
SIDERATION OF H.R. 4718, BONUS
DEPRECIATION MODIFIED AND
MADE PERMANENT

Mr. COLE. Mr. Speaker, by direction
of the Committee on Rules, I call up
House Resolution 661 and ask for its
immediate consideration.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 661

Resolved, That (a) at any time after adop-
tion of this resolution the Speaker may, pur-
suant to clause 2(b) of rule XVIII, declare the
House resolved into the Committee of the
Whole House on the state of the Union for
consideration of the bill (H.R. 5016) making
appropriations for financial services and gen-
eral government for the fiscal year ending
September 30, 2015, and for other purposes.
The first reading of the bill shall be dis-
pensed with. All points of order against con-
sideration of the bill are waived. General de-
bate shall be confined to the bill and shall
not exceed one hour equally divided and con-
trolled by the chair and ranking minority
member of the Committee on Appropria-
tions. After general debate the bill shall be
considered for amendment under the five-
minute rule. Points of order against provi-
sions in the bill for failure to comply with
clause 2 or clause 5(a) of rule XXI are waived
except for section 627.

(b) During consideration of the bill for
amendment—

(1) each amendment, other than amend-
ments provided for in paragraph (2), shall be
debatable for 10 minutes equally divided and
controlled by the proponent and an opponent
and shall not be subject to amendment ex-
cept as provided in paragraph (2);

(2) no pro forma amendment shall be in
order except that the chair and ranking mi-
nority member of the Committee on Appro-
priations or their respective designees may
offer up to 10 pro forma amendments each at
any point for the purpose of debate; and

(3) the chair of the Committee of the Whole
may accord priority in recognition on the
basis of whether the Member offering an
amendment has caused it to be printed in the
portion of the Congressional Record des-
ignated for that purpose in clause 8 of rule
XVIII. Amendments so printed shall be con-
sidered as read.

(c) When the committee rises and reports
the bill back to the House with a rec-
ommendation that the bill do pass, the pre-
vious question shall be considered as ordered
on the bill and amendments thereto to final
passage without intervening motion except
one motion to recommit with or without in-
structions.

SEC. 2. Upon adoption of this resolution it
shall be in order to consider in the House the
bill (H.R. 4718) to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to modify and make perma-
nent bonus depreciation. All points of order



		Superintendent of Documents
	2017-08-24T14:49:37-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




